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Bharat Dynamics, ECIL ink MoU
Hyderabad, September 21

Two public sector units have joined hands.to
develop missile electronics and weapon
support systems for major defence projects.
Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL), the unit under the
Ministry of Defence, signed-a memorandum
of understanding with Electronics |
Corporation of India Ltd (ECIL), under the
Department of Atomic Energy to work
together. The MoU was inked between V
Udaya Bhaskar, Chairman and Managing
‘Director, BDL, and P Sudhakar, Chairman and
Managing Director, ECIL. ourBsureau
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Press clippings appeared on 22/9/2015 (INS programme)

Dispelling myths about
nuclear energy

Dispelling myths about
nuclear energy

SK Malhotra, head. public awarnesé tflv o, Deﬁarlment
of Atomic Energy (DAE), speaking at the meet

The Hans India

OUR BUREAU

arlier this year, India
E declared that it ex-

pects to generate
10,080 megawatts of elec-
tricity through nuclear en-
ergy by 2019 from the pres-
ent 5,780 megawatts. A key
to achieve this target lies in
the country’s biggest asset—
India has one of the largest
supplies of Thorium in th
world. ;

But, efforts by India to
prop up nuclear energy have
always been stonewalled by
anti-nuclear activists who
gained prominence in the
wake of Fukushima disaster
in 2011.

To allay concerns over the
use of nuclear energy and
fears over Chernobyl-type
disasters, Hyderabad
branch of the Indian Nu-
clear Society (INS), organ-
ised a public awareness pro-
gramme on 'Radiation For
Societal Development -
Valuable & Inevitable’ on
Monday at ECIL. SK Malho-
tra, head of public aware-
ness division from the De-
partment of Atomic Energy
(DAE), led the talk to eluci-
date India’s nuclear energy

programme in layman’s
terms.

“One of the major ques-
tions posed by people is why
can’t we rely on renewable
sources of energy to gener-
ate power? Yes, renewable
sources are more efficient
but only 20 per cent of In-
dia’s power needs can be
met by it,” Malhotra ex-
plained. Using a sweet dish
to illustrate the importance
of nuclear power, Malhotra
said, “Nuclear energy is like
rice and renewable energy
is like cardamoms. You can
make kheer out of it but
there is only so much car-
damoms that you can use.”

Toxic radiation levels
through the use of nuclear
energy have always been
used by anti-nuclear ac-
tivists to spread fear psy-
chosis among the public.

“India’s nuclear reactors
are safe. In fact, people liv-
ing in cities are exposed to
more radiation that those
dwelling near nuclear reac-
tors. A year’s exposure to ra-
diation for people living in
the vicinity of a reactor is
equivalent to a single X-ray
of your chest,” Malhotra en-
lightened.
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