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No scope for slowing down on
nuclear option: NPCIL

‘Indian reactors are designed with highest seismic parameters'

M. Rajeev

HYDERABAD: The threat of a
meltdown in the nuclear
power reactors in Japan not-
withstanding, the Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
Limited (NPCIL) doesn’t see
any scope for slowing down
its plans to explore nuclear
energy to meet the ever-in-
creasing demand.

The corporation admitted
that apprehensions over the
safety of nuclear reactors
have heightened consequent
on the incidents in Japan.
“But we will share the infor-
mation available to us and al-
lay apprehensions,” NPCIL
chairman and managing di-
rector S.K. Jain told a press
conference here on Saturday.

Dr. Jain dismissed as “indi-
vidual perception” the resist-
ance to setting up of nuclear
power plants in Jaitapur,
Kovvada and other places.
“People will have certain
opinions ideology-wise. They
will, however, not give any so-
lution to the issues,” he said.
‘Not under compulsion’

"He, however, said unlike
private operators, the NPCIL
was not under any compul-
sion to set up plants by hook
or crook “as it is not going to
benefit it in any way." The
corporation would revisit the
plant sites with adequate in-
formation and was confident

S.K. Jain, C’&MD,- Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited, addressing
media persons in Hyderabad on Saturday. Also seen are Y.S. Mayya, CMD,
ECIL, and R.N. Jayaraj, CEO, NFC. — PHOTO: G. KRISHNASWAMY

of convincing the people on
the growing demand for ener-
gy. “We. have limited re-
sources of coal, oil and other
fossil fuels. How are we going
to survive if we leave the Tho-
rium path?” he asked.

Dr, Jain, who made an elab-
orate presentation on the in-
cidents that unfolded in
Japan after the 9 magnitude
quake and a Tsunami, said the
situation in Japan was fast re-
turning to normality as the
decay heat in the reactors had
been brought under control.
He cited the heavy depend-
ence on nuclear power in Ja-
pan which had 54 reactors in

place in spite of the regions
seismicity and proneness to
tsunamis. :

* But for Himalayan region,
India was na way near in Ja-
pan in terms of the seismicity
and at no time did the plants
trip due to earthquake. Nu-
clear reactors in the country
were designed with the high-
est seismic parameters taking
the worst case scenarios into
consideration and had multi-
barrier safety controls.

The reactors would trip
within three seconds of sens-
ing an earthquake and backup
systems n were put in place to
ensure that the decay heat

The Hindu

3

was absorbed in the shortest
possible time. “Our plants did
not stop working during the
Bhuj earthqguake or the 2004
tsunami,” he said.

The NPCIL which could
obtain fuel and reactors con-
sequent on the civil nuclear
deal, was under no pressure
to buy reactors at the price
determined by the other
countries..“We will buy reac-
tors on our conditions,” he
sald adding the corporation
was looking for generation 3+
design reactors for Jaitapur,
Kovvada and other plants
that had capability to address
all the security concerns.

No slowing down the
nuclear programme,
says NPCIL chief

Our Bureau
Hyderabad, March 19
“There will be no slowdown
in the Indian nuclear power
programme as a direct conse-
quence of the events in Japan
or the review called by the
Prime Minister,” said Mr S. K.

Mr S.K. Jain

Jain, Chairman and Managing
Director of the Nuclear Power
Corporation of India Lid
(NPCIL).

The review will lead to re-
visiting the existing safety as-
pects and the need for
increased measures of safe-
guards against higher earth-
quakes, tsunamis or other

| threats, he told newspersons

while explaining the Japanese
accident.

NPCIL will buy reactors on
its terms. There is also no
compulsion to buy from any

company. It is purely on the
needs and demands of the
country, he replied to ques-
tions on the proposed reactors
being negotiated with GE,
Areva and other multination-
als for the upcoming new
plants. it

NPCIL has proposed new
power units at Jaitapur in
Maharashtra (where condi-
tional clearance has already
been obtained from the Minis-
try of Environment), and Kov-
vada in Srikakulam district of
Andhra Pradesh with reactors
from GE and Areva. “The ne-
gotiations for deciding on the
reactor and other important
aspects are on at present,” he
said.

Assuring that the Indian re-
actors (two boiling water at
Tarapur and 18 pressurised

heavy water reactors) oper- |

ational were designed. with
the highest safety standards,
Mr Jain said increasing safety
will mean that the costs per
unit of installed capacity of
nuclear power plant would
further go up.

Mr R. N, Javaraj, Chief Ex- |

ecutive of the Nuclear Fuel
Complex, here said the NFC
has chalked out a strategy to
set up fuel fabrication facil-
ities close to the site of the
upcoming 10 units of 700 MW
PHWRs based on transport
and logistics.

Business Line
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Japan catastrophe fallout

Mmlster, official differ on safety of n-plants

Unlon minister Jairam doubts safety measures of n-power plants while
NPCIL chief says country is capable of handling any eventuality

When a systematic
country like Japan
could not handle the
damage to its nuclear
reactors due to

the tsunami, | can
understand what

can happen in a
disorganised

country like ours

— JAIRAM RAMESH,
Union forest and

environment minister ’ !

Express News Service
Hyderabad, March 19

AMIDST rising fears among pub-
lic over the safety of nuclear pow-
er plants in the country, contrast-
ing versions emerged from two
government functionaries who
spoke on the issue today.

While forest and environment
minister Jairam Ramesh raised
the level of concern by seriously
doubting the safety measures of
the country’'s nuclear power
plants on the coastline, the chair-

We design nuclear power plants with the highest safetv measures; including auto shutdown
mechanisms that stop nuclear chain reaction in case of a high impact mishap — Sk JAIN, NPCIL

SK Jain, CMD of NPCIL, speaking on the recent nuclear reactor incidents in
lapan at a press meet in Hyderabad on Saturday.

man and managing director of
the Nuclear Power Corporation of
India Ltd (NPCIL), SK Jain, ruled
out any fears over the safety of
the nuclear installations and said
the country was capable of han-
dling any eventuality.

Jairam Ramesh, while confid-
ing that he was an ardent sup-
porter of nuclear power genera-
tion, justified his sudden con-
cerns over safety in the wake of
Japan's experience, “When a sys-
tematic country like Japan could
not handle the damage to its nu-

clear reactors due to the tsunami,
I can understand what can hap-
pen in a disorganised country like
ours. After seeing the effect of
tsunami in Japan recently and in
India in 2004, I feel there is a need
for more safety and precautionary
measures in the nuclear plants on
the coastline,” he said.

On the other hand, SK Jain
along with RN Jayaraj, CEO, Nu-
clear Fuel Complex and PS Pari-
har, additional director, Atomic
Minerals Directorate, at a press
conference here today, explained

the safety features of the nuclear

plants in the country.

“We design nuclear power
plants for the highest seismic po-
tential even though the country is
nowhere near the critical seismic
zone,” said Jain. “In the last five
decades many natural calamities
struck the country, including the
Bhuj earthquake and tsunami in
2004. The Kakrapar atomic plant
was near Bhuj but nothing hap-
pened to it. The plants located on
the coast were also not affected by
the tsunami,” he said.

“We have an aute shutdown
mechanism in case of a high im-
pact incident. The nuclear chain
reaction is stopped and the heat is
brought down. Emergency con-
densors, blackouts, specialised
fire-fighting equipment and mul-
tiple barriers to prevent radioac-
tivity release are some of the
other safety features,” he said.

He dismissed reports that ra-
diation from Japan could reach
India and said the particularra-
diation was not capable of travel-
ling such long distances.

Stating that his department had
been in regular contact with its
Japanese counterpart and other
international agencies, Jain, re-
ferring to the duthentic data from
Japan, said the situation in the
island country was in control.

29
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Quality of forest cover needs
to be improved: Jairam

Environment minister says 40 pc of forest cover is
an open degraded land and needs to be improved

Express News Service
Hyderabad, March 19

HIGHLIGHTING the key role
the government has to play in
championing environmental is-
sues, environment and forests

minister Jairam Ramesh felt

that the rapid urbanisation
coupled with mass migrations
from rural areas are throwing
up new challenges for the safe-
ty of the environment.

He supported the creation of
green buildings as an effective
means to contribute to the
green cover in urban areas. He
was speaking at a special ple-
nary of the Green Landscape
Summit organised by the Con-
federation of the Indian Indus-
try held here today.

The minister also felt that
the IT industry had a major
role to play in this particular
initiative. “"Another sector
which can make notable differ-
ence is the IT industry. They
are poor examples of green
habitats and they contribute to
2 percent of green house gases
that are released. For instance,
transforming the Hi-tech city
into a complete green building

S

Union minister Jairam Ramesh
addressing the Green Landscape
Summit in Hyderabad on Saturday.

would be a good influence,” he
added. Taking potshots at the
much hyped initiative to con-
vert 33 percent of the area into
green cover, he felt it was an
unrealistic project. “Since
1950s I have been listening to
the concept of one-third of In-
dia being converted into green
cover. There are too many
problems like population and
development associated with
the lands which makes it diffi-

cult to be possible,” he said.

Instead, he felt that if we can
preserve and improve the exist-
ing forest land that would be an
achievement.

“Presently 24 percent of the
land is under green cover
which includes 21 percent of
forest cover and 3 percent of
free cover. What we need to do
is to improve the quality of
this green cover. Forty percent
of forest cover is open degrad-
ed land. We need to convert this
into quality forest cover and at
the same time ensure regenera-
tion of the lost greenery,” he
said.

Asserting that his ministry
will always support environ-
mental issues of any kind, he
cited Hyderabad as the best ex-
ample for increasing its green
cover tremendously in the last
25 years even though it does not
have a natural green reposito-
ry.

According to the minister,
the foremost issues that needs
to be looked into would be
waste water management, solid
waste management and wet-
lands which are being used for
commercial purposes.
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No slowdown of
N-activity, says

NPC

, chief

. TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: There would be
no slowdown in nueclear activ-
ity in the country in the wake
of nuclear disaster in Japan,

| said S K Jain, chairman of the
| Nuclear Power Corporation of

India Limited (NPCIL). Jain
here on Saturday said the cor-
poration would revisit the 19
nuclear power reactors to en-
sure foolproof safety measures
and carry out modifications,
if needed,

Jain said that although ap-
prehensions in public had
heightened in the wake of ra-

| dioactive re’~ases from the nu-

clear plants at Japan, there
was no adverse impact ex-
pected in India,

"We are confident that we
will allay those apprehensions.
We need energy and cannot

| survive without nuclear ac-

tivity. Currently, 40 per cent of
our households are running
without electricity. We will go
ahead with our projects,”
Jain said.

He further said that the
NPCIL is fully aware of what
effect a tsunami and an earth-
quake would have on nuclear
power plants. "We have got to-
tal knowledge and design of
the seismic activities. Worst
seismic events and tsunami
have been taken into consid-
eration in our designs," said
Jain adding that currently,

Radiation levels in Hyderabad

Cin nGy/hirk

e

Present

In Feb,11 Statls.

(March10)  (March 17)
A Mak. Min. | Avo Max. Min] Avg. Max. Min.

14T 159 142 |146 148 143 | 147 149 144

everything is under control in
India.

The authorities said that
Atomic Energy Regulatory
Board is monitoring the data
reported by Indian Environ-
mental Radiation Monitoring
Network from  various
locations in India. So far, as
per the data (see-box), there
has been no increase in radi-
ation levels.

Reacting to rumours that
radiation has increased in the
environment in view of the in-
cidents in Japan, Jain said that
so far, not a single death oc-
curred in Japan because of ra-
diation. He also said that be-
yond 20-30 kilometres, there
was no evacuation carried out
in Japan itself so there wasno
possibility of the impact be-
ing felt in India.

The authorities urged peo-
ple not to panic. They said that
the features of the reactors
were so advanced that even if
the entire crew walked out, the
reactors would remain safe.
And in the event of an earth-
quake, the nuclear fission
chain stops working three sec-
onds in advance, he said.

Nuclear reactors will suit
local conditions, says expert

[}

SYED AKBAR

DC| HYDERABAD

March 19: The Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
Limited chairman, Dr-S.K.
Jain, on Saturday said the
nuclear  reactors.  being
imported are designed to be
site-specific.

“Though we are importing
the reactors, they are built to
the specifications. They will
suit the local conditions
where they will be
installed,” Dr Jain said clari-
fying that NPCIL will reject
them if they do not meet the
specifications fixed by it.

India plans to import as
many as 40 nuclear reactors
from France and the USA in
the next 10 years. Doubts
are being expressed about
the safety of these reactors
as they are being made for

e The NPCIL
plants are
designed so as so as to
trip within three sec-
‘onds in case of an
carthquake or any
other natural calamity.

the first time. Dr Jain was in
the city to take possession of
equipment for the prototype
fast breeder reactor from the
ECIL chairman Mr Y.S.
Mayya. He later told this
correspondent that all the
nuclear plants in the country
had been designed to with-
stand terror attacks even by
aeroplanes and missiles.
“We have an in-built and
back-up mechanism to face
any terror threat. Our
nuclear plants are not only

Deccan Chronicle

Times of India

safe but also very clean. We
have worked on computer
simulations and have made
enough safeguards to pro-
tect our reactors from terror
attacks,” he added. “Our
plants are designed so as to
trip within three seconds in
case of an earthquake or any
other natural calamity,” he
clarified.

“QOur plants have testified
their safety during the
earthquakes in Gujarat in
Bhuj on January 26, 2001
when the Kakrapara Atomic
Power Station continued to
operate safely, supplying
much needed power to the
region,” Dr Jain pointed out.

He said even during the
tsunami on December 26,
2004, Madras  Atomic
Power Station was safely
shutdown without any radi-
ological consequences.
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